RIP
Irene Hulse, Sandra Iliff
Lord God, Let us find in your Son comfort in our sadness, certainty in our doubt and courage to live.  Make our faith strong through Christ our Lord. AMEN.
BAPTISMS

Father and loving God, bless these children and those who care for them.  Grant them your gifts of love, wisdom and faith.  Fill them with the light of your presence and establish them in the joy of your kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.

ABSENT FRIENDS

We remember church members who are not able to be with us Sunday by Sunday.

Heavenly Father, be with us in all our weakness and frailty, and strengthen us by your Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Calendar

March
Sunday 4th March (Lent 3)
10.00 am 
Holy Communion
12 noon 
Baptisms
Sunday 11th March (Lent 4 Mothering Sunday)
10 am 
All-Age Holy Communion Service 
Sunday 18th March (Lent 5)
10 am

Holy Communion
12 noon 
Baptisms
Sunday 25th March (Lent 6 Palm Sunday)
10 am

Holy Communion
Every Tuesday at 9.15 am there is a service of Morning Prayer.  

(Except on the second Tuesday of the month when the service is at 8.45 am.)

Every Thursday at 10 am there is a service of Holy Communion. (Book of Common Prayer.)

Every Friday at 4 pm there is a service of Evening Prayer.

Please note.  Holy Week services and events are detailed on an additional page.

Other events and activities at St John’s (except where indicated) during March.
Thursday 1st March 
PCC Meeting 7.30 pm

Saturday 10th March
Lenten Quiet Day (St Saviour Church)
Tuesday 13th March 
Coffee Morning 10 – 12 noon

Tuesday 20th March
Baptism Preparation Evening 7 pm

Saturday 24th March
Saturday Gang 9.30 am – 11 am

TEAM HOLY WEEK EVENTS

MONDAY IN HOLY WEEK 

7.30 pm
Lent Group followed by Compline


Holy Trinity Prestolee

TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 

1.30 pm
Lent Group followed by afternoon prayers


St Stephen’s Kearsley

7.00 pm
Breathing Space


St Saviour Ringley Peter

WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 

7.00 pm
Stations of the Cross


St John’s Farnworth
7.45 pm
Lent Group St John’s Farnworth 

MAUNDY THURSDAY         

10.00 am
Holy Communion BCP, St. John’s Farnworth
7.00 pm
Agape Meal, St Stephen’s Kearsley

7.00 pm
Holy Communion with stripping of the altar


St. Saviour  

GOOD FRIDAY

09.30 am
Children’s workshop, St John’s Farnworth
11.00 am
All-Age Service, St. John’s Farnworth
2.00 pm    
Hour at the Cross, St. Saviour Ringley
4.00 pm    
Reflective Taize Service, St John’s

TEAM CONFIRMATION SERVICE 2018

This year the Team Confirmation Service is on Monday 11th June at 7.30 pm at Holy Trinity Prestolee.  Classes for Adults and young people from Year 6 upwards will begin in the spring.  Please pick up an enrolment form from the back of church.  (Closing date March 31st.)  Please speak to one of the ministry team if you would like more information about what Confirmation means.  Thank you.

Team Lent Course 2018
It’s not too late to join a Lent group.  The theme is ‘The lord’s Prayer’.
Every Monday at 7.30 pm at Holy Trinity Prestolee.

Every Tuesday at 1.30 pm at St Stephen’s Church

Every Wednesday at 7.30 pm at St John’s Church.

Thanks. 
Sunday School – Important Notice
From March Sunday School will meet only on the fourth Sunday of every month.  This is due to the high number and diverse age range of children wanting to access Sunday School and an insufficient number of Sunday School Leaders.  On first and third Sundays children are invited to sit with their parents in the congregation.

Parents of pre-school age are encouraged to bring quiet toys to the service to help occupy the children as we know an hour or so is a long time for children to sit.  Children of school age should be encouraged to take a full and active part in the service.

Children and Young People in Year 5 or above could also consider becoming a Server.  Please speak to Denise Entwistle if you would like to know more about this.  Children in Key Stage Two are welcome to join the choir.  Please speak to Katie Wearing about this.

If any adults would like to consider becoming a Sunday School Leader, please speak to Carol, one of the Ministry Team or a Church or Deputy Warden for an informal chat.  Anybody who works with children or young people is required to have an enhanced DBS disclosure through the Diocese for safeguarding purposes. 

 Farewell to our School Project Worker, Paul Saxon

It is with regret that I have to announce that this month we say farewell to our half-time School Project Worker, Paul.  Unfortunately the funding we have received in the past for this position is no longer available to us and we have not been able to secure any other funding.  The PCC have therefore concluded that we need to terminate our arrangement with Zacs Youth Bar in employing Paul half-time.  The good news is that Paul will now work for Zacs Youth Bar full-time.  (Zacs may decide to continue some of the projects in local schools Paul set up in his role with us.)
We owe a great deal to Paul for all that he has done in this role and all he has given to our church in other ways too.  His gifts of working with children and young people and his creative and musical gifts have been much appreciated.  We will miss his presence with us at our All-Age Services and the schools will miss his work with them.  Paul has promised to keep in touch and I‘m sure we will see him from time to time.  We wish God’s blessing on him and Zacs as his ministry continues in working with young people.

Carol  
Bolton Sanctuary

Bolton Sanctuary provide support to adults who are experiencing anxiety, panic attacks, depression, suicidal thoughts or are in crisis.  The Sanctuary offers a space to talk and assistance with coping after the initial crisis and other non-clinical support in a non-stigmatising manner.  Open from 4 pm – 12 am (midnight).

0300 003 7029

www.selfhelpservcies.org.uk/the-sanctuary 

www.facebook.com/sanctuarySHS@weareselfhelp
PCC REPORT – Autumn /Winter 2017-2018
At the September meeting the Rev Fayaz Adman came to speak to the meeting to help members understand more fully the needs of asylum seekers in our congregation.  Fayaz spoke about what was going on in the Deanery to welcome and support asylum seekers.  He suggested the following seven practical ways to pursue this ministry.  1. Welcoming, loving and listening, 2.  Hospitality, 3. Generosity, 4. Thanksgiving, 5. Evangelism, 6. Celebrations, 7. Teaching and Training.  Also at this meeting Keith Entwistle was appointed as a Foundation Governor to St Peter’s CE Primary School.

In October Carol reported that remedial work had been carried out to the bells so they are safe and can now be rung.  The meeting also discussed updating the parish’s mission statement.  It was agreed to change this to ‘Welcoming all to the journey with God’.

In November the PCC discussed some repair work needed on the clock face and agreed the Christmas services and events.
In January the PCC reviewed the Christmas services.  The number of communicants at the Christmas Eve Service at 11.00 pm was down on last year as were the number of people attending the 6.00 pm Crib and Christingle Service.  Only 8 people attended Holy Communion at 10.00am on Christmas Day.  It was noted that as Christmas Eve fell on a Sunday, some people had opted to attend the service on Christmas Eve morning instead of attending a Christmas Day service.  Also at the meeting the building project was reviewed.  Carol informed members that the second bid that we had submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund, for repairs to the church roof and adaptation of the building for community use, had been rejected.  This was due to there being insufficient funds in ‘the pot’ and the work to the roof not considered to be urgent enough.  A suggestion was made that we re-visit our building plan and consideration be given to a separate plan for a toilet and baby changing facilities to make us Disability Discrimination Act compliant.  Carol said we should also think about improving our Audio Visual Systems.  The meeting also reviewed our Mission Action Plan.  Ideas included looking at planned giving in the parish, developing our Baptism Strategy and Community Outreach, including caring for asylum seekers and the possibility of engaging with those who live in sheltered accommodation in our parish.  It was also reported that members of the PCC had met with the Diocesan Parish Share Review Group.  It was agreed that the parish would be reduced to £40,000 in 2018, £40,200 in 2019 and £41,500 in 2020, provided that we commit to pay these amounts, in full, over the next 3 years.  Because of lack of funding the decision was also taken to terminate the agreement with Zacs Youth Bar to employ a half-time Schools Project Worker.  

At the February meeting, the PCC discussed and approved in principle a plan for improving both the provision of a screen and projector and playing recorded music at wedding and funeral services.  Sharon Goodwin was appointed as a Foundation Governor to St Peter’s CE Primary School.
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Advanced notice





Easter Praise


Contemporary Worship


�


Sunday 15th April at 4 pm at St John’s Church


Worship / music led by members of Zacs Youth Bar





A service for all ages








